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47 CP.R Part 90- Private Land Mobile
Radio Services

lteplacemmt of Part 90 by Part 88 to Revise
fie Private Land Mobile Radio Services and
Modify the Policies Governing Them
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rn the Matter of

1998 Bieonial Regulatory Review
~ c.F.R part 90 - Private Land Mobile
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Replacement of Part 90 by part 88 to Revise
6e Private Land Mobile Radio Secvices and
Ibaminadoo of Exclusivity aDd Frequency
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Mobile Services

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

wr Docket No. 98-182
RM-9222

PR Docket 92-235

REPORT AND ORDER AND FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING

To:

Adopted: June 28, 2000

The Canmissioo

Released: July 12. 2000

The American Associatioo of State Highway and Transponatim Officials (AASHfO)
respeclfully submits these COOlDleots in the Coounissiou's Report and Ordec and Fw:1ber Notice of
Proposed Rulemaldog in the above captiooed proceediIIg.

AASHfO is the natimal as.4IOciatioo of the deparlmeDts ofhighways and Il'3DspMatioo for the 50
state&, the Dislriet of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Its soope includes all five principal1rlnsp<rlatim modes,
and its major purpose is to foster the development, qaatim and maintenance of an integrated naliooal
ll'ansportatim system.

AASHrO. through its Special Committee m Cmununieatioos. bas been involved in matters
reIa1cd to radio frequency COOlDlunicalioos and auociaIed systems for more rhao 40 years. AASHfO
serves the Coounissim's certified frequency coordinala for the Highway MainteDaoce Radio Service and

is one of four Public safety Frequency Pool frequency comfiDatas. AASHIU is aD active mrmbel of UJe
Iatelligent Transportatioo Society of America (lTSA) with membership in many ITSA committees
iIIcJuding the ITSA Teleoommunieatims Committee.
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POsmON STATEMENT

AASHTO supp<rts the Commissioo's goal in dUs proceeding of further consolidating and
stremilining the Part 90 Rules.

License Tenn

AASHrO agrees that the license tenn for all statioos licensed undeI' Part 90 of the Commission's
rules be granted for a tenn Dot to exceed ten years.

The Commissioo sbould clarify that applicants for the 220 Public Safety Radio Service
i'equcncies can sulmit their applieatims to any of the certified Public Safety Radio Set'Vice frequency
ooadinators. Allowing COOIpetitim between the frequency coordinato"s will imll'Ove the service to the
applicants in a shared Public Safety Radio Service.

Sharing of facDlUes between Federal, State and Local Govemmental EndUes

Public Safety agencies sbould be allowed to eotel' into sbaring agreements with their Fedecal
00UDtaparts 00 a noo-pufit cost-shared basis. The extensioo of the Public SafetylFedecal sharing
arraDlement to include utility companies offers many of the benefits, which justify Public SafetylFederal
Ageacy sharing.

Utility Company work aews often work aloog side workers represeuting all facets of Public
Safety services. Allowing sbared systems wiD facilitate intel'q)el'ability between these groups. This will
imJll'OVe emergency response operatioos.

If such an expansion of interoperability is beyond the scope of this proceeding, AASHTO
encourages the Commissioo to initiate a rulemaking to seek: public comment 00 this proposal.

90.20 hblic Safety Pool: IBgIaway maIatenance frequencies.

The Fedecal Communieatioos Commissioo allocated frequencies in the in the 150-174 MHz band
to specific classes of users by desipating separate radio "services" for each group of like radio system
users. An example of that policy is the Police Radio Service.

The Highway Maintenance Radio Set'Vice was established in order that the frequencies available
for Highway and transpooatioo organizatioos could be managed and adminiStel'ed.

In order to prevent the warehousing of frequencies by slate highway maintenance agencies. The
Commissioo limited the assignment of ceI1ain frequencies to highway maintenance systems operated by
Iiceosees other than states. This limitatioo was originally listed as FCC Rule Part 90.23 (a) (5). On October
17, 1997 the Commissim added Part 90.20 to the Rules. Limitatim 90.20 (a) (43) replaced 9O.23-(a) (5)
and is identical.

The frequencies atfected by tllis limitalioo me not assigned to state transpMatioo 19encieR
without a "waiver" of that rule part. Many slate tran8p(Xtatioo agencies obtained authorizatim to utilize
ooe <r more of these frequencies through the "waiver" process.



The commission allowed the "intelservice sbaring" of the frequencies limited by Rule part 90.23
(a) (5) by noo-bigbway maiDteDance 8en'ice public safety organizations prior to the consolidation of the
Part 90 radio Services on October 17, 1997. The iDtenenice sharing process was governed by FCC Rule
Part 90.176. Intetservice sharing prOOlOled the l.IIiform disttibution of the Private Land Mobile Radio
Service spectrum between all radio system operatoes. Following the consolidation of the radio services on
October 17, 1997, the COOlmissioo began requiring waivers for om bigbway maintenance agencies to
operate on the frequencies limited by FCC Rule Part 90.20 (43). This policy bas aeated a burden upoo the
teQUCIlCY coordinators and applicants by requiring them to fumisb documentatim that there are no other
i'eQuencies, which can be assigned for the proposed systems. Many applicatims have been retwned to the
ooordinators by the Commissioo with a suggestioo tbat the applicant utilize other frequency bands. Many
of the applications impacted by this police are Ftre Departments who wish to convert existing systems from
Simplex to Mobile Relay Systems. The need for transmit and receive frequency separation mandates the
IlSe of frequencies from outside the Fire Radio Service.

AASHfO strongly encourages abe Commission to eliminate R:C Rule part 90.20 (43).

CONCLUSION

AASHTO supports the Commissioo's efforts to introduce ampetition for frequency coordination
for applicants desiring to opcnte private land mobile radio systems in the 220 MHz frequency band.

AASHTO commends the Commissim fOl' prqxlSing greater flexibility in the operation of shared
resource systems between State. Local aDd Federal Governmc:olal agencies. We suggest that the same
8pp£0Id1 be applied to Utility Companies and otha- quasi-governmental organizations.

AASHTO agrees with the Commission that R:C Rule Part 90.20 (43) be eliminated from the
aun:ot rules in its entirety.

AASHTO respectfully requests Ibat the Commission coosidets and acts favorably upoo these
oomments as it proceeds with this impcrtant tDldertaking.

Respectfully submitted. American
Associatioo of State l6.gbway and
Tran8p(J'1atim Officials, Special
Conunittee 00 unicatioDs


